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As writers we have a lot to be thankful for. Sometimes it's the
difficulties that can bring the biggest blessings. In this month of
Thanksgiving, let’s all practice gratitude in all things.

n S —>—c
7 Difficult Things Writers Should Appreciate

1 Rejection. | know, no one likes rejection. But the truth is this, if
you're sending things out and getting rejected then you're doing
the work of a real writer. You've taken your dream from wishing to
working and you need to applaud that.

2.A Badly Edited Article. It could be a blog post, article,
whatever. But the chances are, if you're getting published
regularly, you're going to be the victim of poor editing. Contrary to
wrecking your reputation, consider this an entre into a whole new
level of professional writer. Shake it off, give them the benefit of
the doubt, and move on.
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7 Difficult Things Writers Should Appreciate (cont)

3. Having to ask for an Extension. Once you begin writing—and
selling—regularly, you'll hit a time when life happens. Missing any
kind of a deadline isn't something we want to do. And you never
want to be known as the writer who always requests an time
extension, but when catastrophe strikes, communicating with your
editor marks you as a professional.

4. Losing a Contest. Entering contests can be a jump start to a
writer's career. But it's not the path of every single writer you meet.
Losing a contest is something to celebrate because again, it
means you're putting your work out there. Give yourself some
credit and keep working for your dream.

5. Losing a Contract/Agent. This business is constantly in flux.
That means that contracts and personnel aren’t permanent either.
There are a lot of reasons that publishers/editors/agents cancel
contracts. Some are personal, but those are in the minority. This is
the time to celebrate the fact that you actually had a contract
and remind yourself you'll have another one
in the future.
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7 Difficult Things Writers Should Appreciate (cont)

6. Going Through a Dry Spell. We can’t always be inspired. There
are times when the words flow, almost seeming to dance from our
fingers onto the screen. There are other times when those same
words are weighted by the clunky concrete known as lack of
inspiration. When you find yourself writing through a dry spell
celebrate your own discipline.%ﬁe”alize that you are in a tempering
place and the resiliency you're developing now will stand you in
good stead in the future.

7. Irritating Someone. | don't know about you, but I'm a people
pleaser. | hate to have anyone unhappy with me. Unfortunately,
that's not always possible. There are some of us who just rub each
other wrong way. If you are universally loved, the chances are
you're not doing much of anything. Don't try to irritate others, but
be yourself, stand up for your craft and get ready for real life.
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Edie Melson—author, blogger & speaker—has a passion to help
those who are struggling find the God-given strength they need
to triumph through difficult circumstances.

Connect with her at www.EdieMelson.com
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