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Who is your audience? 

Age, education level, ethnicity, faith, gender, hobbies, interests, and 

profession are among the considerations when you define your audience. 

More importantly, your audience defines the vocabulary and word count of 

your manuscript. 

 

 



Word count          PS Wells / Write Way 

2 

Early in the creation of your message, define your audience. Knowing who you 

are talking to guides you to effectively dial in the most efficient vocabulary and 

word count to share your message. Who do you picture sitting across the desk 

as you write your story? 

 

Writing for children? Writing for adults? These are the general rules for the 

age of your audience. 

 

Board Books  

Ages 0 – 3 are 24 pages in length, consisting of no more than 50 words  

Ages 2 – 5 are 24 to 32 pages, under 200 words 

 

Picture Books 

Ages 4 – 8 (prekindergarten, kindergarten, first, and second grade) 32 pages with 500 to 

600 words. If you have 1000 in your picture book, editing is in order. 

Ages 7 – 10 (second, third, and fourth grade) 32 to 48 pages with approximately 1000 words 

Ages 9 – 13 (fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grade) 32 to 80 pages in the 

1500 to 3000 word range. These longer projects include graphic novels, photographic 

nonfiction, or picture-rich fiction.  

 

 

Middle Grade chapter books are 20,000 to 35,000 words 

 

 

Young Adult books have a word count of 55,000 to 80,000  
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Full length novels for adults are traditionally 40,000 to 90,000 words with chick-lit toward 

the shorter end, and contemporary, mainstream, mystery, romance, suspense, thriller, and 

literary on the longer side. 

 

NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month in November) aims for 50,000 words 

 

Westerns are some 65,000 

Memoirs log in around 70,000 to 80,000 

Sci-Fi and Fantasy run longer at 100,000 to 115,000  

Novellas range from 17,500 to 39,999 words 

Compilations average 12,000 words 

Novelettes average 7,500 to 17,499 words 

Short stories for teens and adults land under 7,500 words 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novella
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novella#Versus_novelette
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History buff, and tropical island votary, PeggySue Wells parasails, skydives, snorkels, scuba 

dives, and has taken (but not passed) pilot training. Writing from the 100-Acre wood in 

Indiana, PeggySue Wells is the bestselling author of 30 books, translated into eight 

languages, including The Slave Across the Street, Slavery in the Land of the Free, Bonding 

With Your Child Through Boundaries, Homeless for the Holidays, Chasing Sunrise, and 

The Ten Best Decisions A Single Mom Can Make. 

 

Connect with PeggySue at  

 

peggysuewells@gmail.com 

 

Single Mom Circle.com 

 

PeggySueWells.com 

 

Facebook @PeggySue Wells 

 

Linked In at PeggySue Wells 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Slave-Across-Street-Theresa-Flores-dp-1733620613/dp/1733620613/ref=dp_ob_image_bk
https://www.amazon.com/Slavery-Land-Free-Students-Modern/dp/0989341984/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433543346/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i7
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433543346/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i7
https://www.amazon.com/Homeless-Holidays-P-S-Wells/dp/1948888491/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Chasing-Sunrise-P-S-Wells/dp/1948888645/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://amzn.to/386SD4G
https://singlemomcircle.com/
http://www.peggysuewells.com/
https://www.facebook.com/peggysue.wells
https://www.linkedin.com/in/peggysuewells/
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